
 MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
 
September 2016
 

Dear
 
I am writing to you as a local shopkeeper in                                                             and one of your constituents. 
In the past few years my store has come under a lot of economic pressure with business rates, alcohol 
duties and national living wage pressures. We’ve worked hard to push through these difficult times.
 
I’m concerned about the soft drinks tax that was proposed in George Osborne’s budget earlier this year. 
I recognise that obesity is a problem and I want to help to be part of the solution, however I do not think 
that a tax on soft drinks is an effective answer.
 
I have seen the reports that forecast more than 4,000 job losses as a result of the soft drinks tax, and the 
analysis by Retail Newsagent suggesting that stores like mine could lose an average of £8,100 per year.
 
As I mentioned, in the past few years, my business has come under a lot of pressure from an increasing 
amount of taxes and duties and volatility over Brexit. The soft drinks tax is yet another government 
policy that will have a negative impact on my business, and yet it will cut less than half a teaspoon of 
sugar per day out of people’s diets.
 
It’s important for me and my employees to have confidence that we are supported by a positive 
business environment. As my local MP I’m asking you to convey my concerns about the soft drinks tax 
to the Chancellor and ask him to rethink the policy. I’d appreciate it if you would be able to table any 
parliamentary questions on this topic as well. Finally I would like to invite you to visit my store when you 
are next in the area, so that you can see the way we operate and meet some of my employees.
 
Yours sincerely,

Name:
 
Address:

Telephone: 020 7253 4225


