
Minimum unit pricing will target harmful drinking amongst vulnerable consumer

groups. Alcohol is a major cause of illness, hospitalisations, and violence in

Ireland, with 73% of alcohol consumption considered 'binge-drinking. 

Currently, Ireland has 3rd highest level of adolescent binge drinking and 2018

saw an 80% increase in the number of children admitted to hospital. Cheap

alcohol is easily available and has contributed to a dramatic shift in Irish alcohol

purchasing and consumption habits from pubs towards the off-trade sector. This

now accounts to 60% of alcohol sold in Ireland.

What is Minimum Unit Pricing?

Minimum unit pricing will set a minimum selling

price of any alcoholic drink, dependent on how

much alcohol it contains.

Under the new legislation, the lowest price per gram

of alcohol is 10 cent - and a standard drink typically

contains 10 grams of alcohol. 
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Minimum unit

pricing will

primarily

increase the cost

of strong alcohol

that is often sold

at cheap prices. 

 

WHY IS THIS BEING INTRODUCED? 

MUP is designed to stop strong alcohol being sold

at low prices in the off-trade, particularly

supermarkets and convenience stores where alcohol

is used as a "loss lender" and sold below

recommended retail price.

THE FACTS

- 75% of alcohol in Ireland is consumed as part of a binge drinking session

- A third of men (33%) and more than one fifth of women (23%) who

consumed alcohol in the week prior to the survey consumed more than the

HSE weekly guidelines

- Among 18- to 24-year-olds, 25% of men and 22% of women consumed the

weekly guidelines in one sitting

- Harmful drinking is highest among 18- to 24-year-olds (75%)

- 4 in 5 drinkers would reduce their risk of harm, or even death, if they

were to cut their alcohol consumption by just one standard drink a week

For more information, visit

 alcoholireland.ie/minimum-pricing-campaign/the-facts/


